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Biography 

Dana Alan Jackson was born in Boston, Massachusetts in March 1947 and raised 
from age four in the city of Newton. The eldest of three children, he attended the Newton 
Public Schools and graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University in 1969, majoring in 
History. Following additional graduate study at the University of Washington he returned 
East where he taught history for two years, then earned a Master’s Degree in Education 
from Boston College. For the next 30 years he taught visually impaired students in the 
Boston Public Schools. He then worked as an Administrative Assistant at the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute in the Office of Grants and Contracts, retiring at age 68, but continues 
serving part-time as a volunteer for the Kraft Family Blood Donor Center. 

He joined Garden City Lodge in Newtonville at age 28 in 1976, became Worshipful 
Master in 1980, and served as District Deputy Grand Master of the Waltham (5th) Masonic 
District,  from 1988-1990. Since the early 1980s he has been the Organist at several Blue 
Lodges in the Boston area. 

In his 25th year as a Mason he heeded the advice of a close Masonic friend and in 
2001 took his Capitular degrees in St. Andrew’s Chapter, expecting to enjoy the 
contemplative life of sitting on the sidelines and learning more about Masonry. That was 
not to be, as saying no to requests from Masonic friends has been difficult to master. He 
became High Priest of St. Andrew’s Chapter in Boston in 2009 and under M. Ex. Lincoln 



K. Richards and then M. Ex. Alexander J. Marusa he served as District Deputy Grand 
High Priest of the 1st Capitular District. In 2016 he was appointed Deputy Grand High 
Priest under M. Ex. Charles R. Austin. Two years later he was elected Grand High Priest, 
serving the customary three-year term. 

Being chosen to serve in 2010 as a member of the Grand Chapter Exemplification 
Degree Team, whose motto is “in pursuit of perfection”, has been in his words the greatest 
honor he could receive in Capitular Masonry. 

He has been a long-time member of Cryptic Council of Royal & Select Master 
Masons; of Scottish Rite, NMJ, Valley of Boston; and of Aleppo Temple Shrine, 
A.A.O.N.M.S.. 

He is the father of two children and grandfather of one granddaughter. 

Most Excellent Brother Jackson’s greatest regret in Masonry is that so many years 
passed between his joining Blue Lodge and his being made aware of the Gift of Masonry 
that is Grand Chapter and the York Rite. 
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